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“FROM: ANBASSADOR BUNKER, SATGON 0455, —
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'\, GENERAL ABRAMS AND I HAVE HAD A LONG AND WHAT WHAT WE BOTH FEEL HAS -~
BEEN A VERY SATISFACTORY TALK WITH THIEU TODAY. GENERAL ABRAMS -
 WILL BE REPORTING ON OUR DISCUSSION AHD THE CONCLUSIONS WE REACHED: ©... .. .
. THROUGH HI?,_%ﬁﬂNELS' S T T S
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2o - WE DISCUSSED THE PR "JHICH WE FELT WOULD -BE RAISED IN.?H'-QWH,Kme;
i FOLLOWING THE PLAN OUTLINED IN MY 458 TO YOU. THESE INCLUDEDWTHE_3_44 3;ﬁn_
- LOSS\OF MNOMENTUM IF RVNAF WERE TO BE WITHDRAWN FROM LAOS FOR o0 =7 an
.. A REST PERIOD, TO BE FOLLOWED LATER BY A MOVE INTO BASE 611 AND THE o - ©
© ~ASHAU AREAS, ‘AND THE POLITICAL AND PUBLIC RELATIONS PROBLEMS .WHICH. .
SUCH A PROCEDURE WOULD RAISE, I.E., WHETHER 1T MIGHT .NOT APPEAR S e
THAT RVNAF FORCES HAD BEER FORCED TO WITHDRAW DESPITE THE HEAVY o
CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY; HOW SUCH A MOVE WOULD BE INTER-
PRETED BY THE SOUTH VIET NAM, AMERICAN, AND INTERNATTONAL PRESS; o
THE ‘EFFECT THIS WOULD HAVE ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN SQUTH VIET=~ .
NAMg THE FACT THAT A RETURN TO LAOS AFIER JITHDRAWAL MIGHT BE .
" CONSIDERED A NEW VENTURE. AND GIVE CRITICS OF THE PRE_SENT QPERATION
SOMETHING NEW TO, HANG ON TO. R _ o
ST R R - _ e S
3, THIEU REPLIED THAT HE ALSO HAD BEEN CONCERNED ABOUT THESE - e
\MATTERS.. HE WONDERED ALSO WHETHER, HAVING SAID ON FEBRUARY 8 =~ = - 7
THAT THE OPERATION WOULD BE LIMITED IN TIME AND SPACE, RVNAF o ol
COULD RETURN TO LAOS HAVING ONCE BEEN WITHDRAWN. - T L
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